
The Wedding Ceremony  #3 

 

 

On this occasion, (Man’s first name) and (Woman’s first name)   

come before family and friends to affirm the choice 

they have made of each other as their life’s mate,  

for the fulfillment of life together. 

 

As the years go by, you will realize that this marriage you have chosen  

for yourselves was not given to you by anyone else. 

It has been and must continue to be,  

a process that builds throughout your lives.   

You must work at it day-by-day, 

preparing to meet the disappointments as well as delighting in the joys,  

that your lives together will bring.  We have gathered  

with you to help give added life to this marriage that you have chosen for yourselves.  

And, in doing this, we realize that this outward act is but a symbol of that which is 

inward and real, a union of two people, which a church may bless and the State may 

make legal, but which neither church nor State can create or annul.  

It is such a union, by your own free choice -- 

and with full knowledge of what that choice means -- 

that you two have come to be joined. 

 

 

(To the Congregation) 
 

(Man’s first name) and (Woman’s first name) welcome you, 

their family and friends.  Each of you has given something of yourself into their 

lives.  They want you to know that your love, 

guidance and encouragement will forever be appreciated. 

It is fitting, then, that you should share this celebration of their commitment,  

to God and to each other to live their lives as one, 

and they are happy that you are present today. 

 

 

Who gives this woman to be married? 

 

Answer:  “I do on behalf of _____________.” 
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To (Man’s first name) and (Woman’s first name) 
 

Marriage requires much generosity, unselfishness, flexibility,  

and forbearance from both husband and wife. 

The reality and happiness of your marriage depends 

 upon the inner experience of your heart 

 and the integrity of your commitment. 

 

 

A Foundation That Will Last 
 

Marriage has great possibility for success and 

failure as well as joy and pain. 

 

There are many foundations on which a marriage may be built; 

feelings, romance, sentimentality, intellect, wealth, or education. 

However, none of these foundations will last. 

Only love and the commitment it brings shall support  

and secure a marriage that will last a lifetime. 

 

So what is this thing called love? 

 

On Love  
Thomas à Kempis 

Love is a mighty power, a great and complete good.  
Love alone lightens every burden,  

and makes rough places smooth.  
It bears every hardship as though it were nothing, 

 and renders all bitterness sweet and acceptable.  

 
Nothing is sweeter than love,  

Nothing stronger,  
Nothing higher,  
Nothing wider,  

Nothing more pleasant,  
Nothing fuller or better in heaven or earth;  

for love is born of God.  
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Love flies, runs and leaps for joy.  
It is free and unrestrained.  

Love knows no limits, but ardently transcends all bounds.  
Love feels no burden, takes no account of toil,  

and attempts things beyond its strength.  

 
Love sees nothing as impossible,  

for it feels able to achieve all things.  
It is strange and effective,  

while those who lack love faint and fail.  

 
Love is not fickle and sentimental,  

nor is it intent on vanities.  
Like a living flame and a burning torch,  

it surges upward and surely surmounts every obstacle.  
 

 

St. Paul Wrote: (In 1 Corinthians 13) 

 

Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or boastful; 

it is not arrogant or rude.  Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable 

or resentful;  it does not rejoice in wrong, but rejoices in the right.  Love bears 

all things, believes all things, hopes all things and endures all things.   

Love never ends…  So faith, hope, and love abide, these three;  

but the greatest of these is love.” 

 

 

Questions to Groom & Bride 
 

To the Groom 
 

(Man’s first name), do you take (Woman’s first name) as your wife,  do you 

promise to be faithful to her in tender love and honor, offering her strength, 

encouragement and companionship, and do you promise to live with her,  

and cherish her, as love and respect would lead you,  

in the bonds of marriage - as long as you both shall live? 

 

Answer:  I Do 
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To the Bride 
 

(Woman’s first name), do you take (Man’s first name) as your husband, do you 

promise to be faithful to him in tender love and honor, offering him strength, 

encouragement and companionship, and do you promise to live with him,  

and cherish him, as love and respect would lead you,  

in the bonds of marriage - as long as you both shall live? 

 

Answer:  I Do 

 

 

VOWS 
 

(Man’s first name) and (Woman’s first name),   

please join hands, face each other and repeat individually after me. 

 

Groom: 
 

I, (Man’s first name), take you (Woman’s first name), to be my wife, 

 from this moment on.  

 I vow to give and to receive, 

 to speak and to listen,  

to inspire and to respond, 

 to respect and to cherish, 

 and to work with you to achieve 

the goals and dreams of our lives. 

 

Bride: 
 

I, (Woman’s first name), take you (Man’s first name), to be my husband,  

from this moment on. 

 I vow to give and to receive, 

 to speak and to listen, 

 to inspire and to respond, 

 to respect and to cherish,  

and to work with you to achieve 

 the goals and dreams of our lives. 
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Service of Rings 
 

From the earliest time, the golden circle  

has been a symbol of wedded love. 
 

(Minister receives rings) 
 

The ring, an endless circle, is a symbol  

of unbroken marriage union. 

 

To the Groom 
 

Take this ring which you have selected, 

place it upon the finger of (Woman’s first name) 

 and say to her these words: 
 

“This ring I give you 

in token and in pledge 

 of my constant faithfulness 

 and abiding love.” 

 

To the Bride 
 

Take this ring which you have selected, 

place it upon the finger of (Man’s first name) say to him these words: 
 

“This ring I give you  

in token and in pledge  

of my constant faithfulness  

and abiding love.” 

 

 

Marriage requires total commitment, persistent communication,  

and unconditional love from both husband and wife. 
 

Two people are not just married in this ceremony; 

you only begin to be married. What is begun here today, 

by the two of you together before God, 

family and friends, must continue with increasing maturity. 
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(optional) 

Lighting of the Unity Candle 
 

 

((Man’s first name) and (Woman’s first name) will walk to the Unity Candle and 

light the candle together with their individual candles.) 

 

(optional) 

Meditation Concerning Marriage 
 

Most gracious God, we give you thanks for you tender love in sending Jesus Christ 

to come among us, to be born of a human mother, and to make the way of the Cross 

to be the way of Life.  We thank you, also, for consecrating the union of man and 

woman in His name.  By the power of your Holy Spirit, pour out the abundance of 

your blessing upon this man and woman in this name. Defend them from every 

enemy.  Lead them into all peace.  Let their love for each other be a seal upon their 

hearts, a mantle about their shoulders, and a crown upon their foreheads. 

 

Bless them in their work and in their companionship; in their sleeping and in their 

waking; in their joys and in their sorrows; in their life and in their death.  Finally, in 

your mercy, bring them to that table where your saints feast forever in your heavenly 

home; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 

reigns, one God forever and ever.  Amen! 

 

The Minister’s Charge 
 

Now let me speak to your hearts. 

I charge you both as you hope for happiness in your marriage, 

to be true to these vows you have made to each other. 

With your marriage, from this day, 

you begin life anew, with larger responsibilities. 

 

To the Groom 
 

(Man’s first name), guard well this your bride 

who now commits herself to you, 

and strive so in life that no word or deed of yours  

shall cloud her brow with grief, 

or dim her eyes with tears. 
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To the Bride 
 

(Woman’s first name), it will be your part 

to strive to retain by your virtues, the heart  

you have won by your graces. 
 

As to you both, I would say, let not your voices 

 lose the tender tone of affection, nor your eyes forget the tender ray  

with which they shine on this day. 

 

 

Pronouncement 
 

And now having heard you make these pledges of your affection,  

and take these vows of fidelity, I do by virtue of the authority vested in me, 

as a Minister of the Gospel and in accordance with the laws of God 

and the Commonwealth of Virginia, pronounce you husband and wife. 
 

 

Dismissal with Blessing and Peace 
 

May God the eternal Father keep you in love with each other, 

so that the peace of Christ may stay with you 

 and be always in your home. May you always bear witness to the love of God 

 in this world so that the afflicted and the needy will find in you generous friends. 

And may almighty God bless you all, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Now go in peace and live in love, sharing the most precious gifts you have  

-- the gifts of your lives. 

 

May the blessing of God the Creator, God the Redeemer, 

and God the Renewer be with you  

to guide you this day and forevermore. 
 

(Man’s first name), you may kiss the bride. 

 

I present to you:  

 

(Preferred names of newly married couple) 
 


